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WE'RE LOSING THE PROPAGANDA WAR — 
PERHAPS WE'RE JUST NOT COMPETING HARD ENOUGH! 


Everything is getting better in the Soviet Union? This is the story the Canadian-published 
Northern Neighbors is telling its readers in Canada and the U. S. Article after article hammers 
away at the same points: "Their Store Sales Always Keep Going Up and Up. . . . according to 
plan." — "Housing Gets Better Every Day" owing to a "planned housing boom." 


Besides this, the Soviets are way ahead of us in science, art, and health. Take art, for 
example. Northern Neighbors condemns "Westem art" as "the foulest decay of spiritual life" 
while Soviet art "is genuinely human." Cleverly the magazine contrasts bad news, disasters, fail- 


ures, and complexities in American life with glowing progress in the Soviet Union where all things 
are planned for man's benefit. 


This makes exciting reading for people disappointed with their own prospects, or disgusted, 
for one reason or another, with what they think is American culture. Circulation of such "infor- 
mation" in the United States raises many serious questions for newspaper and magazine editors, for 
officers and editors of women's, veterans, youth, and civic organizations. 


The Other Side Of The Coin 


How good a job are we doing in pointing up the triumphs, the progress, and the diversity in 
our way of life contrasted with the lack of personal freedom, the monotony, and apathy of people 
"enjoying" Soviet rule? 


Many writers in Poland, for example, are so hostile to the Communist Party line they refuse 
to write. The refusal of writers to put words on paper has so infuriated Prof. Adam Schaff, leading 
Communist intellectual, that he recentiy demanded such writers be given specific jobs with dead- 
lines for their articles, Such iron-clad demand for conformity to a sterile Party line is driving 
many writers and others in Poland to become alcoholics. The Polish Government reported on 


January 5 that the average spending for vodka was greater than the spending for any other item in 
the household budget. 


Stores in Moscow may be selling more every day, but they are still not selling enough to 
satisfy a population starved for consumer goods. Look at the record. January 24 the Ministry of 
Trade confessed the shortage of furniture was due to “poor planning and inattention." On February 
26 the Ministry of Trade confessed that its nylon stockings were not worth the 16 rubles they cost, 
and Russian women preferred German nylons at twice the cost. Also, holes are wearing in chil- 
dren's shoes too fast because of "inferior quality." The Ministry's reason: too many Soviet pro- 
ducers have their eyes on the all-powerful "plan" instead of on the quality of the goods. 
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Soviet Consumers Grumble 


Grumbling of Soviet consumers has even affected top members of the Communist Party. In 
mid-March the Party's Central Committee assured Soviet mothers that greater effort would be put 
into producing more better-quality children's clothes. All along the line Soviet consumers’ goods 
production is way behind the demand. 


Theoretically, shortages should not exist. Since they do, they provide the breeding ground 
for a thriving black market business. Soviet citizens who seek the good things of life and have 
the money, as many of the Communist big shots do, are dealing with illegal black marketeers. 
This is very un-Communist-like, but they pay twice the original price for good used cars. A 
typical black market enterprise is for one member of a team to buy cars, clothes, shoes, and so on 
in Moscow, then ship them to the other partner in Baku and elsewhere. 


In the provinces store shelves are not stocked as they are in Moscow. There are few foreign 
visitors to be impressed, and they are far from the reaching hands and mouths of Communist rulers. 
The local rich Communists are anxious to pay premium prices for goods they might never otherwise 
get. 


It is not hard to find the reason for the shortage of consumer goods in many parts of the 
Soviet Union. Lenin said that the economy must be based upon building up heavy industry — the 
factories that turn out war goods and machine tools. Such industries would give the Soviet Union 
the economic power with which to conquer the world. 


The Red's Mad Drive To Win 


Lenin declared in 1919: “In the last analysis, productivity of labor is the most important, 
the principal thing for the victory of the new social system. Capitalism created a productivity of 
labor unknown under serfdom. Capitalism can be utterly vanquished, and will be utterly van- 
quished, by the fact that Socialism creates a new and much higher productivity of labor." 


In the mad drive to "catch up with and surpass" the United States in per capita production, 
the Communists continue to put major effort into expanding heavy industries and give a back seat 
to industries that serve the daily needs of the people. 


These accounts of shortages in the Soviet Union appear in American newspapers and maga- 
zines. But they appear once as brief items and are gone. Magazines and newspapers from the 
Soviet Union, East European countries, and domestic ones such as Northern Neighbors, however, 
keep a favorable version of the Soviet story before people's eyes month after month. Such repe- 
tition cannot help but win support of readers for the Soviet's "planned economy." 


Constantly reminding people about the advantages of the American way is an essential part 
of the anti-Communist struggle. The All-American Conference to Combat Communism and many 
associated organizations sponsor "Know Your America Week" each year to help in this job. Per- 
haps such efforts should be carried on on a year-round basis by all interested organizations as it is 
now by only a few. 


ARE CONDITIONS IN LATIN AMERICA WORSE THAN WE THOUGHT? 


The rocks and spit directed at Vice President Nixon last month by a Caracas, Venezuela, 
mob were really aimed at each one of us. This was the Communists' way of saying that U. S. 
citizens are not wanted in Latin America. 


During the coming months blame for the hostility toward the Vice President will be placed 
mainly on various U. S. trade and aid policies. Whatever might be wrong with our policies, the 
attacks on Vice President Nixon and on each of us are not all our fault. Communist agitators have 


gt 


been building up a hate-the-United States attitude in Latin America, particularly among students, 
for over four years. 


Freedom's Facts reported Moscow plans to drive the U. S. out of Latin America in July 1954. 

This was a period when Red influence south of the border was at its lowest ebb in years, with the 
exception of Guatemala. As is typical, when Reds are at their lowest ebb anywhere, they alter 
and "soup up" plans to regain power. So in July 1954 Freedom's Facts reported: "The Red plan 

for Latin America involves two distinct programs. The ‘national-liberation' movement, designed 

to drive U. S. economic and political influence out of Latin America, is one of them. The other 
is the ‘partisans of peace' campaign to close down military bases in Latin America (which would 
include bases protecting the Panama Canal) and to break up all military agreements between the 

U. S. and Latin American countries." 


Communist Plan Was No Secret 


This over-all plan was no secret to anyone who could read Russian or to anyone in the Com- 
munist Parties in the U. S. or Latin America. The Soviet Party organ Kommunist laid out the 
strategy in detail in its March 1954 issue. The strategy was to persuade Latin Americans that the 
"U. S. wants to exploit the land, natural wealth and people of these countries" and that "Latin 
Americans are struggling for independence, for the liquidation of the rule of imperialists of the 
U.S. A. on the continent." 


How well the mob leaders in Caracas and elsewhere had learned this Party line was reflected 


in signs and shouts last month. They included: "Peru is not for sale." — "Why do you support 
dictators and overthrow officials elected by the people?" — "Colonial Dictator Viceroy Nixon is 
here."" — "Nixon Go Home" and so on. Beyond this, special attacks were made everywhere 


against U. S. economic policies in Latin America, including charges that the U. S. was exploit- 
ing their natural wealth, dumping U. S. products to ruin Latin American prices, and prohibiting 
imports of their products into the United States. 


Warnings From Moscow Propagandists 





Whether or not we had information about the hostility of some groups in Latin America from 
our own intelligence services, warnings that Vice President Nixon would run into trouble there 
came from Radio Moscow on April 27 — several days before the tour began. 


Moscow propagandists reported that "anti-American feeling has been growing south of the 
border" and charged that "the U. S. Government itself and its economic and trade policies are to 
blame." The propagandists continued: "It is enough to recall how the United States has passed 
on to Latin American backs the weight of the U. S. recession — U. S. dumping designed to knock 
the bottom out of prices for Latin American products, U. S. arming of Latin American dictators, 
and the insolence with which the United States interferes in the domestic affairs of Latin America." 


"The Latin American people want progress, better living standards, and receive with plea- 


sure those visitors who bring messages of peace, friendship and cooperation instead of instructions 
to exert pressure." 


A key to the success of Communist strategy is the Communists' ability to coordinate acts of 
violence with moves to introduce confusion among its opponents and in world public opinion. 
While howling mobs of Red-led "students" were pelting Vice President Nixon with spit and rocks, 
hundreds of Communist super-salesmen were continuing to spread over Latin America. They are 


eae officials, giving them messages of peace and offers of trade "with no strings 
attached." 


Confusion Loses Battles 


Confused people both north and south of the border fail to see any connection between the 
student mobs, Communist trade offers and the stated aims of Communist strategy. It is not without 
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purpose that Moscow controls some 120,000 native Communists in Latin America. It is not without 
purpose that some ten years ago the |US (International Union of Students), a world student front 
of the Communist Party, was given the task of stirring up support among Latin American students. 


The agitators' appeal was to students who wanted to fight imperialism, poverty, nuclear war 
and dictatorship. These appeals, backed up by reams of propaganda from IUS headquarters in 
Prague, have captured the imaginations of many Latin American students. Unlike their U. S. 
counterparts, students in Latin America are usually the vehicle for causing political change. It 
was no accident then, that the mobs attacking Vice President Nixon and U. S. policies were Red- 
led groups of students. 


There is no secret, either, about how a “handful" of Communist agitators can stir up entire 
nations against the United States. As Freedom's Facts in July 1954 pointed out: "The technique 
is simple. Communists quietly move into an area where people are politically backward, point 
out a few conditions the people are unhappy about, and then go into their ghost-written political 
sales talk blaming the 'capitalists' for exploiting them and promising that the Communists will lead 
their struggle against the capitalist exploiters." 


Plenty of Reds Are Active 


Actually, the some 120,000 Communists in Latin America average out to about one Com- 
munist per 1,500 of population. in some couniries the ratio is much less: In Argentina, one 
Communist per 500 population; in Brazil, one Communist per 1,000 population; in Venezuela, 
one Communist per 300 population. When the Communists took over power in Russia the ratio was 
about one Communist per 3,000 population. The ratio of Reds in Latin America is serious, par- 
ticularly in view of Latin America's unsolved political and economic problems.: 


These problems are far from nearing settlement. Changes in U. S. economic and trade poli- 
cies alone are not going to do the job, for with most people of the world, what they are led to 
think is a more important guide for action than what actually exists. So Communist propagandists 
and agitators in Latin America are pressing their program forward with: First, drive out U. S. 
economic and political influence; then, close down U. S. bases and break up military agreements 
with countries south of the border. 


Communists are well along on phase one and have begun on phase two of this program. As 
recently as May 7, 1958 the Federation of Students of Panama issued a communique voicing op- 
position to any type of negotiations on U. S. rocket bases in Panama. Perhaps it is time to 
emailer a strategy to defeat Communist campaigns as well as to solve outstanding Latin American 
problems. 


Meantime, it might be wise to limit U. S. goodwill visits to meetings with top Latin Ameri- 
can leaders where favorable reception is assured. Proper news handling of such meetings can go 
a long way toward building up the concept that U. S. relations with Latin American countries are 
friendly and that the U. S. really wants to help, not to exploit, smaller nations. 


MOSCOW PRAISES U.S. REDS AS THEY ATTACK YUGOSLAVIA'S TITO 


Communists expect the United States to fall into their hands like a ripe plum, or, as Soviet 
Premier Nikita Khrushchev recently said, "like a dead branch." The big "IF" in this great expec- 
tation is. the solidarity of the Communist parties as the vanguard of the working class. Writing in 
Pravda on April 28, Boris Ponomarev indicates that if the Communist parties of the world stick to- 
gether, their victory over capitalism is assured. On the other hand, quoting Lenin, Ponomarev 
stated that if the parties do not stick together, "it is impossible to safeguard. . . the victory of the 
socialist system." 


Occasion for this outburst was the ideological struggle between President Tito of Yugoslavia 
and top leaders in Moscow. Tito is going along with the idea that "there are many roads to com- 
munism" and each country can go its own way. To top Moscow leaders, such talk challenges their 
right to rule the world-wide Communist apparatus, It is a heresy they call "revisionism," and they 
are dead against it. So are Communists in the United States. In fact, U. S. Reds are going along 
100 per cent with Moscow leadership these days. 


U. S. Reds Praised 


In criticizing the Yugoslavs, Ponomarev makes a special point of praising the U. S. Reds: 
"The Communist Party, under very difficult conditions, is waging a struggle against American 
imperialism and revisionist elements which are attempting to break up the Party from within," 


Revisionists, whom the Communists hate so much, are either Communists or socialists who 
want to throw overboard Lenin's ideas about violent revolution, bitter class struggle, the need to 
set up a dictatorship of the proletariat, and even the vanguard role of the Soviet Communist Party. 
These views run counter to Moscow's ideas of a universal empire run from Moscow. They run 
counter to Moscow's views that Communists anywhere must be directed from Moscow and Moscow 
alone. 


Obscure as some of this may seem to non-Communists, it is a matter of supreme importance 
to the band of conspirators who need unified support of their world-wide apparatus in order to con- 
quer the world. Ponomarev puts it right on the line. Today, he writes, there are more than 33 
million Communists in the world. Communist parties “exist in 75 countries, while the process of 
forming Communist parties in a number of other countries is developing." 


Communists On The Verge of Success? 


What this means to Ponomarev is that, "The world communist movement has entered a new 
stage of its development. This stage is marked by the enhanced role of the communist and work- 
ers parties in settling the destiny of mankind." (Underlining added, Ed.) So Ponomarev declared 
that no one, but no one, had the right to “attack the ideas . . . on the basis of which the entire 


international Communist movement conducts an extremely strenuous and heroic struggle against the 
forces of imperialist reaction, for the future of mankind." 


When you read front-page headlines about the "ideological" split between Yugoslavia's Tito 
and Soviet Union's top Communist leaders, this is what it is all about. Moscow, which talks so 
much about "peaceful competition," cannot stand any competition for leadership in the "Commu- 
nist world," 


In this, Moscow Reds are dutifully supported by U. S. Communists. According to American 
Reds, Moscow is still the boss. Aside from any loyalties to Marxism-Leninism, they know that if 
the Soviet's world strategy of first isolating, then defeating the U. S. fails, they have no hope at 
all of taking over the White House, the Capitol, and the Supreme Court. It has to be a team 
effort to succeed. Similarly, we have to develop a really effective team effort to defeat them. 


A SECOND LOOK AT THE SOVIET SCHOOL SYSTEM 


Do you remember reading not too long ago about how fine the Soviet school system is, about 
how many engineers and so on it is producing? Well, Soviet Premier N. S. Khrushchev is far 
from satisfied with Soviet schools and promised the Komsomol (April 18) a far-reaching shake-up 
in Soviet schools. 


The reason is that Soviet schools have chalked up a raft of outstanding failures, from 
Khrushchev's point of view. They include: 








1. Half the students who finish secondary school fail to get into colleges and universities. 
Many high school graduates are unwilling to work at common labor, and are untrained for any- 
thing else in Soviet society. As Khrushchev admits: "The result is that a good many young people 
and their parents turn out to be dissatisfied with this state of affairs." 


2. There is too much drunkenness among Soviet youth. Youth and others not only lap up 
vodka produced by State distilleries, they also distil spirits at home. Therefore, warned Khrush- 
chev: "The Party calls upon the Komsomol and the youth to fight against drunkenness in their 
ranks" including "the fight against such an evil as the home distilling of spirits, which helps to 
spread drunkenness." 


Graduates Have No Minds of Their Own 


3. This is a big surprise: Khrushchev charged Soviet schools with turning out students who 
had no minds of their own and couldn't even play a game of soccer unless a coach was there to 
tell them what to do. Khrushchev declared: 

"Some of our comrades have gotten so used to the bureaucratic forms that now, when these 
forms must be abandoned, they are frightened. For instance, the question of organization of 
physical culture activities under control of the trade unions is being debated. This is a matter not 
for today but for tomorrow, yet some comrades are afraid that trade unions are incapable of or- 
ganizing sports contests, that physical culture is necessarily a job for the state organs, and that a 


state inspector is needed for this purpose. If there is a state inspector of this kind, then they will 


ump, run and swim; and if there is none, then everything will break down. This is absurd." 
{Gniérlining added, Ed.) 


To remedy this fault created by the Soviet schools themselves, the schools now will have to 
begin training students to have more "self-dependence." Said Khrushchev: "It is wrong to obtain 
everything through the state organs. What kind of self-dependence is it if all over the place there 
are overseers and nurses in the person of paid inspectors, propaganda workers, physical culture 
inspectors and other officials?" 


Speeding Up Competition With The U. S. 


These are strange words from the world's top-ranking Communist. There is reason behind 
them. Khrushchev told the Komsomol that in the present "gigantic competition between the two 
systems — the socialist and the capitalist ones — much is decided by the pace. Every success, 
every advance on the economic front means an achievement in the construction of Communism." 


Such faults as refusing to work at common labor, drunkenness, and helpless dependence on 
orders from Moscow are simply holding back the pace of development Khrushchev wants. The out- 
come is a demand for school reforms to turn out people with a bit of self-initiative and self- 
control, but not too much. 


Khrushchev warned: “We must catch up with the United States — the best developed capi- 
talist country in the world — in per capita production. This is an immense task and it will face 
chiefly the young generation. The youth like to compete and the Komsomol is to play the first 
fiddle in organizing socialist competition for raising production. Mind you, the first fiddle must 
play the right note, by tuning fork." 


If Khrushchev's shake up of Soviet schools is carried out, he or his successors may find the 
more independent graduates prefer to fiddle more pleasant tunes of their own than to follow the 
monotonous dirge of Moscow dictatorship. Self dependence among the subjects, even as a means 
to beat the United States, is dangerous for a dictator or a dictatorship. 


NEW SOVIET ASSAULTS ON RELIGION 


Religion is again beginning to worry top Communist leaders in Moscow. While paying lip 
service to religious freedom, Communist propagandists, of course, wage continuous warfare against 
religious beliefs. Ever since the November 11, 1954 order by Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev to 
curb attacks which "insult" religious leaders, however, open propaganda against church activities 
has been subdued. Then on April 17, 1958 Moscow propagandists again broke into the open with 
attacks against the Baptists and Moslems, two of the largest religious groups in the Soviet Union, 


Viktor Ivanovich Nosovich, an accomplished Communist propagandist, charged that Baptist 
marriage and baptismal ceremonies were "a fantastic shell over an ordinary phenomenon of life" 
and that religious holidays encouraged "absenteeism, drunkenness and fighting." 


Charges against the Moslems were even stronger. Nosovich claimed that Moslem sects en- 
couraged "speculation, theft and drunkenness," held their meetings "in secret," and featured 
"wild dancing, shouting and bringing their participants into an abnormal state." 


Reds Seek Religious "Scapegoat" 


These attempts to make religious groups the scapegoats for absenteeism, drunkenness, etc., 
reveal a growing Communist worry over such social ills. The biggest worry, however, is the 
groups' "refusal to take an active part in the life of a collective and the country as a whole" 
which "impoverishes personal life and inculcates the spirit of the petty bourgeoisie and 
philistinism." 


Reports from the Soviet Union indicate a growing public apathy toward Communist politics 
among the common people as well as among many writers and artists. In typical Communist fashion, 
propagandists are trying to blame this development on the churches. The reason is clear. Com- 
munists cannot stand the competition of God. As Nosovich declared: “Our Soviet man has be- 
come a true master of reality and to call this man a slave of God is to humiliate him." In Commu- 
nist opinion, Soviet man cannot serve two masters; if he serves God, he cannot serve the Kremlin. 


Thus, Red propagandists are again stepping up attacks against religious groups in the name 
of “overcoming the remnants of the past, driving them out from the present period of time and 
barring their way to tomorrow." 


An interesting sidelight to this anti-religious outburst is this: Nikita Khrushchev signalled 
his rise to power on November 11, 1954 by signing a decree curbing attacks such as these against 
religious groups. (See Freedom's Facts, December 1954.) Could this increase in open attack 
against religious groups possibly indicate that Khrushchev's power is slipping? 


The free world cannot afford to take the Communist Middle East drive lightly. The Middle 
East exports about 2,000,000 barrels of oil a year — about 500,000 barrels to India, Pakistan and 
the Far East; 250,000 barrels to the United States; and 1,250,000 barrels to Europe. Without this 
oil the industries and military machines of Europe and Britain will grind to a frightening halt. The 
U. S. could make up the oil deficit only at the cost of severe shortages here. 


In the view of many observers, the industrial output, military strength and foreign policies 
of British and European governments depend upon who controls Middle East oil. Communists, fol- 


on the strategy of cutting off the roots which feed Europe and America, are after control of 
that oil. 


All this is background to the red-carpet treatment Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev and 
other Communist big-wigs gave President Gamal Nasser in the Soviet Union last month. Khrush- 
chev toasted Nasser's "health and success" and promised, “our sympathy is on your side." 





Nasser, in turn, told Khrushchev: "The people of the UAR (United Arab Republic) and the 
peoples of other Arab countries regard you as a friend who is helping them not from ulterior motives, 
but in order to consolidate their freedom and independence, as you have just said." 


Soviets Seek An Arab Vassal 


Khrushchev must have chuckled over his vodka after this exchange, for the Communists as 
well as the West know that Nasser must gain control over Arab oil if he is long to survive as dic- 
tator of a new, united Arab-state. Meanwhile, Communists are tying Nasser up with public 
commitments, with trade deals, with long-term loans Egypt has to pay back to Moscow, and by 
pumping Russian technicians into the economic and political life stream of the new United Arab 
Republic. In simple terms, Communists are ganging up to turn Nasser's UAR into an economic 
vassal of the Soviet Union. The very obviousness of this attempt may well seal the doom of Nas- 
ser's ambitions to become a modem Saladin, heading all the Arab forces of the Middle East. 


Already Nasser has suffered defeats in Jordan and in Lebanon. Iraq and Jordan have formed 
a rival union with support from Saudi Arabia, while the shiekdoms of Kuwait and Bahrein are con- 
tinuing to hold to ties with the West. 


Nasser's open association with Khrushchev has unlocked a flood of attack, unheard of only 
a few months ago. A new secret radio station charges that Nasser is showing a new imperialism 
in Syria, and points out Nasser is spending millions today to suppress a revolution against his rule. 
lraquis similarly charge that Nasser serves "Soviet atheists" and is trying to "sell Arabs to Moscow." 
Jordan, too, is telling Arabs that Nasser "will sign the documents of slavery and subservience to 
the music of the Red Army... . It is obvious the Egyptian tyrant entangled himself with the Com- 
munist more than was necessary and that he should be rescued before he drags with him the rest of 
the Arab world." 


Significantly, the Arab countries which have all the oil the Communists covet are outside 
the rule of Nasser, and, in fact, are among those now attacking him. It may be that well-formed 
Western policies toward Arab countries will bolster opposition to Communist ambitions and help 
preserve Arab independence and freedom from tyranny. 


"FREEDOM'S FACTS AGAINST COMMUNISM" available for $3.00 per year. 
Rates for bulk orders available upon request. Please note organizational 
affiliations when making subscription requests. 


Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts is granted 
if context is preserved and credit given. 





